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One Thousand Islands... One Thousand Stories




'CLAYTON,
NORTH AMERICAS
VENICE

his small US, town on the St
I Lawrence River has long been
called the Venice of North

America”and it doesn't take long to figure:
outwhy.

re can be no disputing Clayton s the
boating capital of the Thousand siands
both on land and in the water. It s home
to the Antique Boat Museun,the largest
freshwater nautical museum in the world.
Itsshores are dotted with wooden antique
boats,salboats, ships and yachts.

“People come here because they love.
boating?said David Montros,a financial
adviserfrom Tallahassee, Fla, who lives
here n the summer months in a water-
front farmhouse builtin 1830, You try to
describe it but you can't There's no other
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years ago.
“The villge of 2:300 people s enjoying
arevival a5  result of the influx of second-
home buyers n the area over the past
decade or so that doubles ts population
i the summer, Upscale shops in historical
buildings line the villages streets while
waterfront bistros like Belas - which sells

and Antique Race Boat Regatta draw thoi
sands of vistors annually.

Boats with names like Glamour Girl, 5o
Sweet and Sophisticated Ladly were on




display at the museum’s marina at the
antique boat show earlier this month while
the ‘Quest for Speed” Antigue Race Boat
Regatta is held Aug. 14 to 17.

“This is a prerier show and one of the
top shows of the country” sald ene of the
Event’s judges, Fred Marks.

Sidney Fawcett, of Kingston, Ont.,
2ntered his 1965 wooden boat My
3luenose at the recent boat show. It took
1im several years to restore the Lyman that
12d been languishing in storage at a New

fork marina for nine years when he bought
he vessel,

“This is just my fishing boat said

weett with a laugh, adding the town
fers one of the best antique boat shows
North America,

Boats are in Clayton's blood,

"This is where all the boats were being
ilt in the Gilded Age said Anthony
ollica Jr, author of Classic Boats of the
ousand lslands, “The area was a great

b then and it's still where people come
m all over the country to search for
ats”

“layton’s history is also displayed inside
rbin's River Heritage on the village's

in street of Riverside Drive. The store
ries historical photographs and a collec-
1 of books on the Thousand Islands.

he shop was owned by the late Les
bin, a local photographer who over-

ne a childheod iliness that confined him
' wheelchair, to capture images of the

river and its neighbouring islands that now
hang on the store’s walls.

The porch on the back of his former
studio overlooks Calumet Island, where the
foundation of a castle built by American
Tobacco Co. millionaire Charles Emery is all
that stands after a fire destroyed the estate
more than 50 years ago.

“It was a lived-in castle, a beautiful
castle;” said Corbin's wife, Verda, who still
works at the store and is the co-author and
author of several books on Clayton,

Like many small towns in upstate New
York, Clayton suffered in the 1970s as
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businesses shut down and vacationers
went elsewhere. But it's made a comeback
in recent years as the community has
restored its historical buildings, including
the Clayton Opera House,

"I see Clayton as a very thriving and
upscale river town,” said Kathy Danielson,
who transformed the village's movie
house into a chic wireless coffee shop
called Lyric Coffee House after the origi-
nal 1914 Lyric movie theatre, It took the
Toronto native and former Gananoque
resident nine months to renovate the
cafe, which features vintage movie post-
ers and a flatscreen television menitor
on the wall playing classic movies, Other
popular shops include Michael Ringer’s 5t
Lawrence Galleries and the renowned Gold
Cup Farms 1000 lslands River Rat Cheese
Store.

But it’s the boats of North America’s
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Publicdocks line
Clayton's waterfront

buzz here. The New York Times named
Claytonfs Antique Boat Museu as one of
its

North America? said MacLean.

Thousand lsands.

incred-
brid blelove of the St. River; said Lisa
betweenCl Kessl
history. C family.
7 after livingin s inour
said John MacLean, executive directorof ~ Canada soul?
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the last 10 years or 5o there’s been a ot of
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been shelved, ofthe appeal”
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Aboard the “Gadfy” one of the
Antique Boat Museurn’ tour boats




